Introduction
We are honored to announce Mediterranean Botany as the new era of the botanical journal Lazaroa. Starting with this issue (39-1), the Complutense University of Madrid is re-launching the journal to provide a wider international forum for plant studies on Mediterranean regions worldwide. Mediterranean Botany is published in OPEN ACCESS (Creative Commons license), as an effort of the publishing service Ediciones Complutenses to publish for everybody, i.e. without any cost for authors and readers. The new format and the improvement of the peer-review process should also increase the quality of published papers and the impact of the journal in the scientific community. 
Thanks to 40 years of Lazaroa
Lazaroa was founded by Salvador Rivas-Martínez in 1978 to publish papers dealing with botany in a broad sense. In 1979, the Department of Plant Biology of Complutense University (Faculty of Pharmacy) launched the first issue of Lazaroa. Rivas-Martínez and many others from the Editorial Board and the Editorial Office made a great effort in spreading the results of Iberian botanical studies but also those of nearby countries of Europe and North Africa. We want to thank all of them for the work that has been done in the last 40 years, resulting in the inclusion of Lazaroa in the Journal Citation Reports in 2017 (2016) with a first impact factor of 0.407. We also want to thank all authors and referees that served the journal during those years, making it possible to establish a reference journal for plant sciences in Europe. 
Fast peer-review and on-line publication
To face this new phase and the broader scope of the journal we have enlarged the editorial board to create an international and multidisciplinary group of editors. We welcome the new members that will help the journal to achieve new challenges in the following years, with the general aim of reaching a permanent position in the JCR journals indexed in Plant Sciences.
Submissions for Mediterranean Botany can be made in the Open Journal System (OJS), an online Manuscript Submission, Review and Tracking System to make submissions, reviewing and editing. One of central aims of the editorial board will be to guarantee short times in the review process, with a maximum of six weeks between first submission and first decision.
Mediterranean Botany is a full on-line publication that will reduce the time between acceptance and publishing. With a minimum of two issues per year, the editorial process will be optimized to publish the papers regularly within each year. This guarantees a maximum of eight months between final acceptance and on-line publication with DOI and final page numbers.
